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Impacts to Governmental Entities 

Many governmental units are ARES-served customers ranging from cities and municipalities, county governments, school 
districts, park districts, Illinois state government buildings and offices, among others. Electricity rates for ARES-served 
governmental units throughout Illinois will increase substantially because of above market power costs from Tenaska's 
Taylorville Energy Center. These rate increases will occur annually over 30 years of mandated power purchases.  
 
Non-residential electric customers with a peak demand of up to 100kw in the ComEd service territory have been declared a 
competitive service and are largely served by ARES. Non-residential electric customers with a peak demand of 400kw and up in 
the Ameren service territory have been declared a competitive service and are largely served by ARES (220 ILCS 5/16-113). 
Note: Residential and small commercial customers can not be declared a competitive service until July 1, 2012.  
 
The bottom line is that almost all power used by major metro area governmental units is ARES provided. Many small, medium 
and large governmental units located in suburban and downstate Illinois are ARES-served customers.  
 

  
Group 

2009 MWhs 

Total ComEd RES % RES 

Chicago Bureau of Electricity 319,346 33,428 285,917 89.53% 

Chicago Dept of Aviation 366,982 874 366,107 99.76% 

Chicago Dept of General Services 212,913 6,797 206,116 96.81% 

Chicago Dept of Water 164,951 8 164,942 99.99% 

Chicago Public Schools 527,755 22 527,733 100.00% 

Cook County 259,036 5,362 253,674 97.93% 

Metro Water 645,692 6,706 638,986 98.96% 

Large Accounts 152,390   152,390 100.00% 

Railroad Traction Power 504,414   504,414 100.00% 

 

TEC SUBSIDY IMPACT ON MAJOR CHICAGO AREA UNITS OF GOVERNMENT 

Unit of Government  

Thousand 
MWh/y 2009 
usage  

2015 Subsidy  
$ Millions (Avg ¢/kWh) 

30 year Subsidy  
$ Millions  (Avg ¢/kWh) 

Ref .2¢ High .35¢ Ref .2¢ High .35¢ 

Chicago/ Bureau of Elec. 
(street & traffic lights)  319 .638 1.117 19.14 33.51 

City of Chicago/Aviation 
(O’Hare & Midway)  367 .734 1.285 22.02 38.55 

City of Chicago/DGS  213 .426 0.746 12.78 22.38 

City of Chicago/Water  165 .33 0.578 9.9 17.34 

Chicago Public Schools  528 1.056 1.848 31.68 55.44 

Cook County  259 .518 0.907 15.54 27.21 

Water Reclamation Dist.  646 1.292 2.261 38.76 67.83 

Large Accts (McPier)  152 .304 0.532 9.12 15.96 

Metra/CTA Rail Traction  504 1.008 1.764 30.24 52.92 

Total  3,153 $6.31  $11.04 $189.18 $331.07 

 


